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Parish Council Meeting Minutes
	Date:
	20 April 2026

	Place:
	Barrow Village Hall

	Present:
	Councillors:
L Street (Chair), L Crook, E Kinder, M Ashforth

	In attendance:
	4 members of the public and S Dent, Clerk to the Council. 

	Meeting started:
	19:00
	Meeting closed:
	20:30



Apologies for absence
Cllr. Heyworth.
Approve the minutes of the council meeting held on 19 January 2026
The above minutes were approved as correct and signed by the Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk109636191][bookmark: _Hlk489966675][bookmark: _Hlk82007994]Declarations of disclosable pecuniary and other registrable and non-registrable interests.
None declared.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Request that meeting papers be published with agenda on website, particularly finance report. Planters near Barrow sign are looking shabby. Volunteer will cut the grass and help refresh the planters, Cllr. Kinder will organise plants as these are not currently part of the gardener’s remit. Barrow stones have been sprayed with algae remover which has worked. Stone now needs cleaning. Volunteer and Cllr. Kinder will do this.
RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL:
· Cllrs. Kinder and Heyworth will discuss a new schedule for the gardener based on estimated seasonal costs and bring this plan to the next Council meeting to approve funds.  
· Cllr. Kinder and volunteer(s) will tidy up the planter area, refresh the planters, clean the Barrow stones and purchase a bag of white chippings for the base of the Trafford Garden stone. 
· Stones to be sealed once clean to protect against further algae growth. 
[bookmark: _Hlk151537035]Finance Report 
· Accounts to date.
· Schedule of Payments as set out in the Report. 
· Reconciliation of Receipts and Payments as shown in the Report.
RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL:
· Approved the accounts, payments and reconciliation.
planning Report
Report of the Clerk provided to consider planning matters since previous meeting. There were no contentious applications to discuss.   
ASSET Register & risk management policy & register 
Review underway.
RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL:
· Cllr. Street and the Clerk will finalise the updates to both documents and bring to the next council meeting for approval.
CAR PARK TREE REQUEST
Cllr. Birtwistle had brought an idea forward to plant trees on the gravel areas of the car park. Cllr Street asked RVBC whether this was feasible but they will not approve and suggested planters. The gravel covers concrete, there is no soil, and planting directly into the ground would be a lot of work and expensive. The PC welcomes community ideas to bring improvement, e.g. seal the gravel with resin, use big planters with low evergreens etc.    
RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL:
· Consider any alternative car park improvement ideas which don’t involve digging into the new car park/concrete ground
VILLAGE HALL  
Discussion on key actions to be progressed including alcohol licence and running a bar facility for events, external signage, and remote access lock quote from Chubb.  
RESOLVED THAT COUNCIL:
· Instruct the Clerk to progress the installation of a remote access lock by Chubb Fire and Security as this falls within the previously agreed budget. 
· Contact Grindleton and West Bradford village halls to learn how they operate their bars
· Cllr. Crook will send the external sign measurements to Cllr. Street so he can apply for Planning Permission
WOODLAND PATH 
Verbal update from Cllr. Street who has asked the solicitors to ask the woodland path owner to make a financial contribution towards the cost of a detailed tree survey. It is important to establish the condition of the trees and so be able to estimate remedial work costs. The PC will need to put a rail on the footbridge, as the old one has rotted and fallen off, presenting a risk. No recent tree survey done (cost estimated at around £2k) and works to the actual path surface will be needed. Cllr. Street has asked for £13k but has been waiting around 6 weeks for a response.  
MEETING DATES
Parish Council: 11 May (inc. Annual Meeting), 13 July, 14 Sept, 16 Nov, 18 Jan 2027, 15 March     
Village Hall Management Committee (all councillors): quarterly, next due end May 


councillor reports 
Cllr. Street updated on new planning regulations coming which are intended to facilitate achievement of Ribble Valley housing targets which are currently not forecast to be met in full. Standard planning objections will no longer carry the same weight, with the default position being approval unless significant reasons not to build are found.  


S Dent
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Barrow Parish Council
Email:clerk@barrow-pc.gov.uk
Phone: 07359 474430
www.barrow-pc.gov.uk

Future Council Meetings:
2026: 11 May (inc. Annual Meeting), 13 July, 14 Sept, 16 Nov
2027: 18 Jan, 15 Mar
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